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•	 Communication is what 
happens whenever meaning is 
attributed to behavior or to the result 
of behavior

•	 Mass	 communications is 
a process by which professional 
communicators use mechanical 

media to give out messages widely, rapidly, 
and continuously to intentionally bring across 
meaning to large audiences in an attempt to 
inf luence them in some way. 

•	 	 Intentional	communication	is a two-way 
process by which a person (source) intentionally 
encodes a message which is transmitted through 
a channel to an intended audience.

Chapter 1

What is communication?
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Chapter 2

Five main elements of 
communication

1.	 Communicator/source—You

2.	 Message  —What you want to 
communicate 

3.	 Audience—The people to whom 
you will send your message

4.	Channel—The medium you chose to use to 
send your message

5.	Feedback—Response from audience 

Note: In order for true communication to have 
taken place the receiver must have received 
the understanding you intended or have been 
affected in the way you intended. 
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Chapter 3

Barriers to communication

For effective communication 
you must also consider the 
reasons why your message may be 
misunderstood. 

Assumptions	 and	 mental	
filter	of	receiver:	

•	 Worldviews

•	 Beliefs and attitudes 

•	 Knowledge

•	 Personality

•	 Experience 
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Chapter 3

Cultural	 differences	 between	
communicator	and	receiver:

•	 Age groups

•	 Socio-economic differences

•	 Difference between sexes

•	 Other countries and languages

Animosity:

•	 Prejudices on part of the audience against the 
communicator

Distance:

•	 Lack of opportunity for immediate feedback 
during communication
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Ignorance	on	part	of	communicator:

•	 Communicator doesn’t know:

•	 How to use words well

•	 How to use particular medium effectively

•	 The audience

Chapter 3
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Chapter 4

Individual vs. mass 
communication

Individual	communication

Source
Encoding 
process

Medium

Feedback

Audience

Message

Source encodes message and sends it through a 
channel to a receiver.

Mass	communication
source k  encodes message  k   uses a medium

(You)    k  (write article)        k   (for your magazine)

              k   To communicate to an audience

Channel

message ReceiverSource
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More information on writing for magazines can be found in the “Writing 
Effective Magazine Articles” training manual. To purchase the complete 

manual, visit: www.magazinetraining.com.

Consider your audience in use of language. What 

would “You must be born again” mean to a Hindu? 

What other common Christian phrases may not 

mean what you intended for your audience?

Beyond the book

Share your thoughts with us on Face-
book! Use #MTIebook

http://www.magazinetraining.com/PublisherResources/mtimanuals/TrainingWritersNew/
https://www.pinterest.com/mtionline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/magazine-training-international
https://twitter.com/magtrainingintl
https://www.facebook.com/MagazineTrainingInternational
https://www.facebook.com/MagazineTrainingInternational
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About the author
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is the digital training library 
for Magazine Training 

International. It’s free to join 
and new resources are added 

regularly. 

Never miss another 
professional training 

opportunity,  sign up for our 
e-newsletter today.

Latest Blog Posts

Manuals & DVDs

Conferences

Magazine Directory

Free Samples

/MagazineTrainingInternational

/MagTrainingIntl

/mtionline

magazinetraining.com

Count 
me in!

Click to join our community of 
Christian publishers.

Our Purpose
Magazine Training 

International encourages, 
strengthens, and provides 

resources to Christian 
magazines in the 

Developing World.

/company/magazine-training-international

Thank you for reading! 
We hope you enjoyed this excerpt 
from one of our training manuals. 
Complete manuals and DVD courses 
are available for purchase in our 
online shop.

Let’s stay friends!
If you enjoyed this resource, please  
connect with us and say hello.

http://magazinetraining.com/category/blog/
http://magazinetraining.com/mti-online/
http://magazinetraining.com/resource-store/
http://magazinetraining.com/events/
http://magazinetraining.com/category/magazine-directory/
http://magazinetraining.com/category/free-samples/
https://www.facebook.com/MagazineTrainingInternational
https://www.facebook.com/MagazineTrainingInternational
https://twitter.com/magtrainingintl
https://twitter.com/magtrainingintl
https://www.pinterest.com/mtionline/
https://www.pinterest.com/mtionline/
http://magazinetraining.com/
http://magazinetraining.com/
magazinetraining.com
http://magazinetraining.com/mailing-list/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/magazine-training-international

