
SCRIPTING SHORT FILMS

“To be a person is to have a story to tell.”
— Isak Dinesen



Stories are Powerful

They…

•Make it memorable

•Make it meaningful

• Build connections



Batman
(War Child)



Audience

• Who are you telling your 
story to?

• What is the best medium 
for your audience?

• What is the best tone and 
approach?



Goal

• What do you want to 
persuade your audience to 
do or believe?

• What problem do you want 
to address?

• What change do you hope 
to see?



Point of View
Through whose eyes are we experiencing 

the event or story?



Theme

• What is the meaning of 
your story?

• What is your message?



Characters

Main Character
• External Goal and Internal 

Flaw
• Character Arc

Secondary Characters
• Create conflict (Antagonists) 
• Push the action forward 

(Catalyst Characters)
• Explore your theme



Conflict

Person vs. Person

Person vs. Self

Person vs. Society

Person vs. Nature

Person vs. Technology



Story Structure

Beginning Middle End

Introduce characters 
& setting

Hook your audience

Conflict/
Development

Problem/
Need

Climax

Resolution/
Call to Action



DEVELOPING YOUR SCRIPT

“The script is the blueprint to the production.”



Choose Your Story

• Which story are you most 
passionate about?

• Which story best speaks to 
your audience and 
accomplishes your goal?

• Which story best lends 
itself to being filmed?



Research Your Story

• Explore the background and 
context of your story.

• Visit (either in person or 
online) the setting and 
people of your story.

• “Pre-Interview” those you 
may feature in your project.



Structure Your Story

Beginning Middle End

Hook your audience Conflict/
Development

Problem/
Need

Climax

Resolution/
Call to Action



Hone Your Story

• Write a synopsis/treatment 
of your story.

• Revise your treatment 
based on feedback.

“Writing is a marathon, not a 
sprint.”

— Robert McKee



Script Your Story

Dramatic Script 



Script Your Story

Audio/Visual Script



Storyboard Your Story



Storyboard Your Story



Review

Audience

Goal

Point of View

Theme

Characters

Conflict

Story Structure



Review

Choose Your Story

Research Your Story

Structure Your Story

Hone Your Story

Script or Storyboard Your Story



Nancy Sawyer Schraeder
Lead Instructor

Empower Women Media
nschraeder@sbcglobal.net

www.empowerwomen.media

http://www.empowerwomen.media/

