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WHEN IS THE RIGHT TIME TO REDESIGN?
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[5 IT ENCELLENT?
[S WHAT YOU ARE MARING USEFUL?
[5 WHAT YOU ARE MARING
WORTHWHILE?
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ALLURE OF FEAR
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LETTING GO
OF YOUR
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“FOR THE FIRST COUPLE YEARS THAT YOU RE MARING STUH,
WHAT YOU RE MARING ISN'T SO GOOD, OK? ITS NOT THAT
GREAT ITS TRYING TO BE GOOD, IT HAS AMBITION TO BE
GOOD, BUT ITS NOT QUITE THAT GOOD. BUT YOUR TASTE
THE THING THAT GOT YOU INTO THE GAME — YOUR TASTE
[S STILL RILLER, AND YOUR TASTE IS GOOD ENOUGH THAT
YOU CAN TELL THAT WHAT YOU'RE MARING IS RIND OF A
DISAPPOINTMENT TO YOU, YOU RNOW WHAT I MEAN?”

[RA GLASS
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PART 11 In Touch Magazine WITNESS

THOUGHTFUL FAITH. DEVOTED LIVING.
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In the World, For the World
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Biblical Literacy Series
»

Spirit Callﬂg

How to hear the in Old Testament prophecy
KT e EALTALIDS 21 &y MICHE VAN LOON

Biblical theracy Series illustra

God With Us

The radical narrative that is still transforming
HTFUL FAITH. DEV 0 LIVING.
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BACK HEEL

Swiss
Rolled

“l don’t beat
up people
becausell
enjoy beating
up people,”
Rothenberg
said. “Butifl
have to leave
some strewn
bodies in
order to win,
within the
rules, that’s
the way you
have to doit.”

STORY
BY
TIM
FROH

ILLUSTRATION
BY MLC

WITNESS

THE LAST TIME us SO0CCER
HELD SUCH A MOMENTOUS
ELECTION, THE CHOICE
WAS BETMWEEN PASSIONATE
SO0OCCER M EN AND AN
OUTSIDER BUSINESSMAN
BACKED B Y FIFA EXECS

IN ZURICH

The US Soccer

Federation stands ata crossroads of itsown
making. Witha reported budget surplus of $130 million, its
financial position has never been healthier. But after the

American men failed to qualify for the 2018 World Cup, fans, the media,
and voices within the federation itself began to call for a new vision for
soccer in the United States. And in February 2018, delegates from across
the country will gather in Orlando to decide who will lead US Soccer
into the future.

Orlando is a fitting gathering spot. It was there, on August 6, 1990, that
the federation’s delegates last met with the opportunity to usher in epochal
change. Up until a few weeks before that election, it looked as though
voters would be choosing between the incumbent, Werner Fricker, and
another member of the federation’s old guard, treasurer Paul Stiehl. But
anew challenger emerged late in the game: Alan Rothenberg, a man with

limited experience in the sport and an outsider to the notoriously insular
USSF but who had the tacit support of FIFA

On that August election day, the federation’s voters were faced witha
choice between the status quo and a business-friendly outsider backed by

S0C governing body, between a vision of the game's future rooted in
America's soccer past and one grounded in the only thing more tangible
than victory on the field: money. How the federation arrived at that moment

is one of the greatand largely untold stories in American soccer history.

us soccer sTEPPED onto the international stage on an appropriate date:
July 4,1988. That is the day FIFA awarded the United States the rights
to host the 1994 World Cup. Five years earlier, FIFA had shunned the,
USSF's bid to act as emergency host for the 1986 tournament in favor of|
Mexico. Now, the US would finally have a chance to show it was worthy
of hosting the world's most popular sporting event.

Of course, not everyone was on board with a Yankee World Cup. The
reaction from much of the soccer establishment presaged the heart-
burn expressed seven years ago in response to Qatar’s victorious 2022
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PART IV LESSONS

“WE DO NOT WANT MERELY TO SEE BEAUTY,
THOUGH, GOD RNOWS, EVEN THAT IS BOUNTY ENOUGLL
WE WANT SOMETHING ELSE WHICH CAN HARDLY BE PUT
INTO WORDS—T0 BE UNITED WITH THE BEAUTY WE SEE,
10 PASS INTO TL 1O RECEIVE TT INTO OURSELVES,

10 BATHE IN T, TO BECOME PART OF [T

(5. LEWIS









