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Right to Education: A way
forward

The RTE Act has been passed; the
Maodel Rules have been released

financial chosure appeans i hao
Daes this mean the podicy process n

sow mpervious 1o change” Even

Even though better school
facilities, books, uniforms and
better qualified teachers are
important, their significance in
the Act has been overestimated in
the blight of inefficient, corrupt
and unaccountable institutions of
education provision.

sy, moch can be xdseved by
followang a malt-peoaged serategy
fvocacy. Awareness

Accountabelity and Asustance

bed can sl be improved

sgh advocacy. Advocecy on the
flaws of the Central arangements.
and partnerships with state
edacation depariments. could yickd
HTEQOCVEMEnts in at keast some sates
bike that of Madhya Pradesh Draft
Rules whach sopulate that the
parents of the chuldeen who got the
bighest marks 10 the annual
cramnataon will be membery of

SMC and wheas wxh
mendation foe thard party
ton 30d independent leaming

wot in Karnataka
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ent accountable through
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wanity scoee cands, filing nght
cemation (RTT) spplications
demanding owr childsen’s nght
ality elementary education
Clal comphasis oo cosunng
opumal utihzation of allocated
resowrces should be made
Moreover. a large number of
different growps affected by this Act
will challenge it o coun. In fxct a
group of snasded private schools
from Rajasthan have already filed a
wnit petion. It is, therefore
crtically smportase for us to follow
wuch cases and where feasible
provade wppont which addresses
their concemns without yeoparderang
the umplementation of the Act
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A Christian Perspective on Education.
Its History and Practice

Introduction
Edocation 1s one of the mont robust
foeces of not caly social and
Culoeral bt alvo economec and
itical life and emmporwerment
Dewey, an emenent scholar on
education, could not be moee nght
when he underscored. “what
nutrtion asd repeoduction are to
physiologacal life. edecation is
social hife Those who realize ity
mportance and take necessary
steps, do see sts indelshle umpact on
thewr hives as well as on the lives of
suCCeswve penerations. Articulating
2 Chratan penspective on such a
pivetal issoe, in the light of
Scnpoure, history and proctsce for
two millennia, is both challenging
and overwhelming. Yet, an attempt
1+ made to conenbute 10 the cagoeng
debate oo educatson

Education in the Scripture

The Scnipeare. in its two segments
of the Old Testament (OT) and the
New Testament (NT), has muoch to
say oa edecation. Though there
00 darect reference to the term
education i the OT, there is an
imdsrect o, that too in the NT
(Acts 7:22) ¢ the theme pertaining
10 OT wherein it says that Moses
was educated in all the wisdoes of
Egypoans. However, there are
several other phrases that are
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Biblical model of education
enunciates the transformation of
character and empowerment of the

and Gen 2 ] un-cmpowered

was reinforced
Gaod told Abeat

Children to keep the
by downg what s ng

(Gen 1519

As 2 result, as the
exvemplifies that of
COMUEMUNIESES 1N 200K
Jewssh community e
Wt cons
sigmificance of e

DOMCHON WAL §

Issoe 1, 2011




bible reading journey began not
mrong after | became a believer in
the Lord Jesus. Over the years, |

have learnt a few principles.

Reading other people’s stories helped
me develop the conviction

Soon after my conversion, | read the bi-
ography of George Mueller, a German
missionary in Bristol, England in the 1800s.
who is said to have read His bible over
200 times cover to cover by the time of his
death. My first thought was, “is this pos-
sible, can a man read His Bible cover to
cover once let alone 200 times2” | immedi-
ately challenged myself to try. | managed
to read the New Testament in three months.
And my Bible reading journey began.

Fellowship and Accountability

Having understood that my desire to read
the Bible was not enough, | joined with
other like-minded believers for fellowship
and accountability. This enabled all of us
to read through the whole Bible within one
year! In the process, we developed some
accountability tools that enabled objective
accountability of our journey.

Discovering the Origin of Scriptures

Being convicted of the origin of the Bible
is essential to a lifestyle of consistent Bi-
ble reading. The Bible has a divine origin
as Paul tells Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
It records that the basic foundation of the
written word—the Ten Commandments—
were inscribed by the finger of God Him-
self. Further, Peter reminds us that “?° First
of all, you should know this: No prophecy
of Scripture comes from one’s own interpre-
tation, ' because no prophecy ever came
by the will of man; instead, men spoke from
God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit”
(2 Peter 20-21).

Knowing the importance of God’s word in
a believer’s life

Knowing and appreciating the value of
God’s word in a believer’s life is key to de-
veloping a consistent discipline of reading the
scriptures. Reading other biographies helped
me appreciate that it was impossible to live
a victorious Christian life without a daily in-
take of the scriptures. The more | read them,
the more | continued to experience victory
over temptation and sin as | continued to know
God and learn his ways. It is only through dili-
gent reading of the word of God that we are
equipped with three fundamental things in our
relationship with God:

we learn the fear of God

We learn the knowledge of God

We acquire the wisdom of God that enable
us to make life’s godly decisions.

Planning Your reading

Planning when to read your Bible is an im-
portant element too. For me, | find the morn-
ings better and undistracted. | rise up every
day at 4 a.m. usually fresh and alert and en-
thusiastic to hear from God in His word. | do
this daily and it has now become a discipline
without which it is impossible to achieve much.

Reading with a plan

Reading the Bible systematically without skip-
ping is a discipline to learn. | read the Bible
in an orderly manner, systematically book by
book, chapter by chapter, page by page. |
never start another book before fully finishing
one and | read a definite number of chapters
per day. At the moment | read a minimum of
seven chapters daily, thus enabling me to read
my bible at least twice every year. This way, |
am guaranteed to read all the 66 bible books
without skipping and have now read my Bible
over 50 times, cover to cover.

Recording what | learn

Taking notes as you read the Bible keeps you
focused on the text, helps you remember what
you have read and becomes a reference in
future. | always read my Bible with an open
notebook, capturing important insights as |
read. From these insights, | am able to learn
what God is teaching me, and it becomes much
easier to obey Him.

HO DO | HAVE AN
EFFECTIVE BIBLE
READING LIFE-
STYLE

(V) Develop a conviction to
read the Bible

@ Be accountable to
like-minded brethren

@ Be convinced of the
great value and importance
of the word of God in your
life.

@ Read it at a specific
regular time without fail.

@ Read it systematically,
without skipping, book after
book.

@  Set a minimum number
of chapters per day. | rec-
ommend three so that you
read at least once/year.

(V] Pray for God’s help “®
Open thou mine eyes, that |
may behold wondrous things
out of thy (word).”

@ Make notes as you
read.
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65 percent of your readers are visual
learners



Visuals are like a meal
Words and images are like the
ingredients
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Professor Dankit Nassiuma,
a Professor of Mathematics
Statistics, and the Vice
hancellor at The African
International University (AlU)
lets us in, into his amazing re-
lationship with books. Besides
academia, which he obviously
is, Professor Nassiuma tells
us how over the years, books
have played a big role in all
aspects of his growth.
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Image

Sub-titles

Drop caps

PROFESSOR NASHIIMA

Eorly years

gwas born 60 years ago in a small

* fvillage in Bungoma County, the
& 4" born in a family of 10. My
father was a teacher while my mum
did some farming as well ran a small
business. My parents treasured hon-
esty, hard work and church. | joined
school as a five-year-old, which was

unusually early in those years.

status as the youngest in class did not
hinder my learning and on the con-
trary, | ended up grasping the read-
ing and writing earlier than most of
my classmates. Learning then was in
our vernacular language, but | went
one step further and learnt how to
read and write in English giving me a
serious advantage in both classwork

and communication.

My appetite for reading devel-
oped early. There were limited
reading materials available in our
school and | devoured everything
that was available. | particularly re-
member reading the James Hadley
Chase novels that | definitely do not
recommend now. By the time | was
in standard six, there were no more
reading materials available for me

to read.

«dvontage for further reading

The fruits of this expansive read-
ing were an ability to communicate
articulately in English and a supe-
rior comprehension of the subject

texts even beyond our teachers.

was usual then to have teachers who
had proceeded to teacher training

straight after primary school. | re-
member one ¢ the teachers who
had no seconc iry education and

Body copy

Headline

limited English language skills who would
come to me for an explanation of the les-
sons before teaching us on the following
day. This was hardly because | was bright-
er than the other students but rather an ad-
vantage that came from broad reading.

High School Years

High school was a major milestone in my
reading. It afforded a wider range of lit-
erature and the school subjects themselves
demanded extra effort. The literature set-
books were most enjoyable. It was from
our Lliterature teacher that | learnt the
valuable skill of speed-reading for which
| am grateful to this day as it enables me
to read a two-hundred-page book in two
hours! | cultivated the reading discipline
enabling me to perform well academically.

There were limited
reading materials
available in our
school and I devoured

everything that was
available.

| would, for example, read my literature
set books on school trip bus rides while oth-
er students were chattering away saving
me valuable time.

Good Religious person

All this time | was a good and religious
person, occasionally reading my bible and
observing all the rules required by my de-
nomination. | was nevertheless conflicted
by the behaviour of people claiming to be,

Sub-
heads

Pull out quotes
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BORROW OR TO OW
Wadin Koo

Martin Karanja is the Chairman of the
Kenya Students Christian Fellowship (KSCF),
@ national movement of Christian students in
high schools in Kenya. He previously served
as the General Secretary of FOCUS (Fel-
lowship of Christian Unions) a movement
of Christian Unions in Universities and Col-
eges. Martin who has consistently been in-
volved with and demonsirated his love for|
young people over the years runs a book
publishing company. He previously operat-
ed bookstores in Nairobi and thus has an
outstanding relationship with books and o
story worth hearing.

imazi: Tell us a bit about your jour-
( ’ ney with books.

Martin: | loved books as early as
when | was in primary school and read
all the common children’s books such as
Famous Five and Secret Seven. This in-
terest continued when | went to secondary|
school and was channelled towards Chris-
tian books when | became a Christian. At
the University, | met the Living Bibles Store,
now Biblica, who provided a source of
good reads. In 1984, they appointed me|
cis a Book Agent in the University which en-
tailed receiving books and selling them to
the Christian Union members. | have many,
happy memories of this amazing opportu-
nity. This experience would later influence
my decision to sell Christian literature in
the East Africa region, operate bookshops
in Nairobi and later start the publishing

house that | run today.

The best
library is
of books
one has
read, then
you and
the library
become a
resource.

Timazi:
Martin:
Book Selle
USA, | wa
al guests.
Speaker J
his latest
said was
extended
study that

tance of
was then fl
resources

Timazi:

own book

Martin:
great imp
become pj
called ‘18
passionate
to Christ.
accident
her mothe|
when | len
my books

Any life-changing book besides the Bible?
n the year 2002 while attending the Christian
rs Association meeting in Anaheim, California
5 invited to a luncheon hosted for Internation-
The spedker was the renowned Author and
ohn Maxwell. He gave each of us a copy of
book then, My Roadmap for Success which he
a summary of all the books he had written. |
my stay in the US for an extra week to deeply
baook. It challenged me greatly on the impor-
burpose and how to live a purposeful life. It
hat | decided to spend the rest of my life and
erving God.

What drove you to want to have people
s?
As|| have already said, books have had a
act on me over the years and good books
art of my testimony. | recall reading a book
" which was the story of a young girl who was
e about sharing her faith and led her friends
The girl would unfortunately later have an
and die, and the book would be written by,
r. This wonderful book, unfortunately, got lost
t it to someone in 1978. | decided to keep
carefully and only lend when | have to. |

rather enc

Timazi:

My libra
past five
about 20!

ourage those who borrow to buy their copy.

How many do you have yourself?

ry has had about 500 volumes. | have in the
edrs gifted out a big number leaving me with
D volumes that | keep in the safe custody of

my bedro:

Timazi:

| presently do not need to budget since as a publisher
| receive many books free of charge. Sometimes when

browsing
that | can’

of any beooks quoted in magazines, newspcapers or by,

speakers,

Timazi:

their library?
The best library is of books one has read, then you

and the i

can commit to read two books in @ month and store

them, in 5
brary, but|
them in le

om
Do| you budget for books?
n a bookshop, | will come across a good book
t put down which | will buy. | also take note
which | hunt down and acquire.

How can a young person start and grow

brary become a resource. If a young person

years they will not just have a-120-book li-
the knowledge they will have will instantly put
dership positions and whenever they speak,

gems of

isdom will always flow from them.
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WHILE A NATION WEEPS

The American Bible Society responds at ground zero

NEW YORK WAS ONCE

a city with attitude. It featured young women in seylistic black,

waxi drivers honking, and deliverymen blaring their radios from double-

gt "1“ # “ d parked delivery trucks. That was the old New York. § After September 11 New
I
.
|
Jm iy '\
f .m u il '“;

a” i
* QH

York emerged from the rubble. It was transformed into a city of silent subway riders,
makeshift altars around small parks and firchouses and consoling, soft and gentle radio voices.
The sounds of sirens — once just a routine of the cacophony of city life — now implied some-
thing more ominous. Everywhere were pictures of missing loved ones. Nearly all were of young
men and women, too young. Gotham was a metropolis filled with Rachels — and Rays
and Ramons and yes, Mohammeds — weeping. § It was a new New York, a shaken
city. § I used to worry about what to dress in the morning. Now I wake up and

dress and wonder, ‘will 1 make it to work?” an American Bible

‘;1_
F'--'-——

Society staffer wondered aloud. § New Yorkers and

other Americans listened as

“A wvoice was heard in Ramab, Lamentation
B Y PETTER FEUERHETRTPD

and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her children,

Refusing to be comforted, Because they are no more.”

—JErEMian 31.15, NK]
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Don't you just love a good escape
story? Especially when it's the good

guys who find freedom. But what compelled
them to endeavor such extremes and take such
risks2 It only means that their desire for freedom
exceeded their fear of death. Their longing
for liberty proved stronger than the barbed
wire fences, and their persistent determination
greater than the guards who sought to hold them
captive.

Are you like the Pharisees?

How about you? Have you found yourself
captive and longing for freedom?2 You might be
thinking, “Captive? What do you mean by that?
I'm not a captive!” That's the response Jesus got
when He began teaching others about gaining
freedom.

“Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed
Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you are My
disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth,

But often times this kind
of captivation is masked
in deception that leaves
the victim paralyzed and
without awareness of the
true circumstance.

and the truth shall make you free.’ They answered
Him, ‘We are Abraham’s descendants, and have
never been in bondage to anyone. How can You
say, ‘You will be made free'2” John 8:31-33

Their perspective of freedom was skewed to
say the least. The Roman Empire had occupation
of Palestine when Jesus spoke those words, not to
mention their history of captivity to the Assyrians,
the Babylonians, the Medes and Persians, the
Grecian occupation of Palestine, and their most
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“We were inspired by fairy
chanted creatur

imagining our
woman s an
a secret garden,” Domenico Dol

of the Fall 2014 Dolce & Gabbana
callection. “Only she has the keys to
enter, and we printed them all over
apes, dresscs, and accessorics,” says
Stefano Gabbana. “She is 2 woman
with 2 little bit of magic! adds [

ential wardrobe elements that

will open doors this fall

Following the designers’ til of bread
have entered into the hour of
spedfically the wextared one. Ths 5
the first item to buy this fall: We'll be snapping up
Calvin Klein's just-this-side-of-shaggy, nipped-
waist confections, or one nc’s white and
black fayed-hem porcupine numbers, which are
the perfeat combination of soft and prickly.
Shearlings (2) merit their own category. Come
'l all want to disguie oursdves in
sheep’s dothing, espedially the oversize version
that Stuart Vevers mrned out for hi debur
at Coach. R, Lauren miled the Ameri-
can West at Polo with 2 distressed, rugged
nd Joseph Altuzarea’s update was 3
fuzzy-side-out bomber. Another essential

crumbs, w

long-slecved swe

the runway, where some designers even
suggesed knits fiom head to e. Though
we'll probabi from woolly bl
bottams (at least publid

filling our closets with thick, louchy
sweaters like the Rows titanic mrtle-
neck, Michad Kors's candigan-dress

pullover. About that pullover: The
4) 5 crucial. The n-between
neutral has taken over s the hue of
the moment. Invest in something:
anything—m the color, be it a
nubby dress from Stells McC
ney or 2 short-skewed coat from
Dior. Because there’ no such
thing as being too cazy, fall's
sweaters demand to be worn
with a scarf (5), ideally one

By Christine Whitney
Photograph by Victor Demarchelier

long and matching. Marc Jacobs and
Michael Kors showed theirs with casually
strewn, knee-grazing scarves, while Prabal
Gurung had the look all wrapped up,
1 ~ winding his scarwes around as far 3 they
.\ I\ h \ could go.Meaanwhik, the herocs of thi
I If ( 3 [4‘ S n§ story are the pants—particu-
et ieniin Ly lhc)»cntrhcun pipe varicty (6)
NCPEpe arkty
Slim but not body-tght, these are
farther evidence of the function-is-
fishionable movement; they're class
that will stay on the scenc for ye.
come. Balenaaga and Alnzarra made
some of the best, which would pair hand-
oomy bhzer. Uulm reigns

sepped onto the carwalk.
2 70s-inspired low- and chunk
just right for stomping around in
hi

,and Bally created especially
able renditions, whether in understated neutrals
ar punky patent leather. Luxe top-handle totes
and shoppers were everywhere on falls ran-
ways, but the latest prize bags are the hands-
free,long-strapped styles (8). Amid 2 forest of
novelky options,it$ with the demure double-
2 at Hermés that you'll live happily
er. In bright white leather, it’s the
perect foil for a do
boots ar cven sne I

gy coat with retro
c story ends
with the jewels: IX\ ners dreamed up
novd adornments to take the Snuggice-
chic look up a notch. What with all
of the thick layers and
are imited to the fingers and car
should be hefiy enough to stand up
to the clothes. For rings, the rule is
more: Big, calorful, multi-finger ver-
sions (9) at Nina Ricci and Procnza
Schouler were amang the smartest.
Earrings, whilke ako large, went sola
Céline and Louis Vuitton showed
complex danglers worn on ane
car only (10}, recalling Madonna
and Rosanm Arquette in [
pewmtely Seeking Susan. And just
hl that, our desperate scarch

The magic door is open, and
the scason awaits. B



Stricter Rules
Are Adopted
After Report
With Dire Toll
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TAKING PRECAUTIONS

Wondering About Social Distancing?

APOORVA MANDAVILLY

Can 1 take my kids to the playground?

]

h




PRINCIPLES OF VISUAL HIERARCHY

CONTRAST

CONTRAST IN SCALE CONTRAST IN COLOR CONTRAST IN ALIGNEMENT
0000 0000 ‘ 000
0000 0000 o0
00 0000 00 ‘
0000 0000 o0



PRINCIPLES OF VISUAL HIERARCHY

Fggos

Scrambled. Fried. Souffléed, Bruléed. Pouached. On toast.
Whipped. And dropped (in soup, of course). The egg in
all of its expressions, never disappoints. What other food
can serve both as the staple of the down home country
breakfast sitting next to a pile of grits, and the star of
fine dining, served as Benedict, in Nicoise, or all by itself
as a delicacy, like that of the quail? There’s nothing like
it in the culinary universe, and it brings so much pleasure
in its myriad forms.

Beyond its sheer yumminess, though, the egg serves
as the backbone for the science of cooking and baking.
Because its proteins change when heated, beaten or mixed,

eggs act as the catalyst to perform the special effects of the

culinary world. It’s the “guy behind the scenes,” making a

CONTRAST INS SCALE
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WIPEOUT

A new breed of genetically modified mosquitoes
carries a gene that cripples its own offspring. They
coutil crush native mosquito populations and block
the spread of disease. And they are already in the
air—though that’s been a secret By Bijal P. Trivedi

Buzz kill: The Aedes aegypti mosquito is the primary carrier of dengue fever.

N

November 2011, ScientificAmerican.com 69
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He stands on his own pedestal!

Seven years ago, | met a bubbly young
man from a sister church. He was naturally
charming, the kind you want to have along
with you as you interact with the teenagers
and youth. Let me call him Ka-bro. After two
years of serving together, he disappeared
from church. It was only a year ago that |
came to know he had become a staunch
member of the Mwene Nyaga movement,
whose followers are encouraged to worship
the traditional gods of the Agikuyu people
and turn away from Jesus who is said to be
the white man’s god.

A solution?

But why would he join a group whose
beliefs are clearly against what he had
been preaching during the period we
served together?2 Mutual friends told me he
went into depression after his girlfriend got
pregnant at a time when he was jobless. In
his pain, sadly, no brother from the church
fellowship seemed to care enough to
practically help out. He met some youth who
were in this movement who introduced him
to the sacrifices and all the other rituals.

4  TINAZT

They hooked him up with a shoe selling
business in Nairobi and then ... kaboom! His
life changed! He could provide for his
girlfriend and their growing baby girl.
Today, he will not listen to anything against
this movement. He is sold out, | hear, more
than he was when we served in the church.
What he lacked at his point of need was
provided elsewhere. He says that the new
fellowship seems more serious and
‘engaging’ than what he used to know
before.

Some of it, but not everything

Interestingly, the proponents of African
Traditional Religion (ATR) want a merger of
thought as they mix and match aspects of
Christianity and tradition. They are happy
to connect and claim some biblical

passages especially with regard to the
Old Testament prophets. But if this
merger was possible, why would Christ
be so exclusive in his claims2 What
characteristics of these gods can we
point to that leave us in awe like the God
of the Bible does? Is it possible to let
these gods fight for themselves like the
God of scripture or do we find ourselves
needing to defend them? Do these gods
claim total sufficiency apart from our
works and sacrifices or do they need
human support2 What evidence can we
rely upon, as we give allegiance to
these deities, that they are worth our
truste

We need to give our minds room for
reason and our hearts reason to believe.
We do this by checking the validity of
the object of our faith before we throw
the weight of trust- with-our-lives into
their hands. Just as with any other issue
that touches on our lives, the object of
our faith needs to give us a track record
we can believe. Let me invite you to a
journey, for reason sake, and to build
faith in the eternal, immortal, invincible,
and only wise God- Jesus Christ.

TTENAZT:
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Martin Karanja is the Chairman of the
Kenya Students Christian Fellowship (KSCF),
a national movement of Christian students in
high schools in Kenya. He previously served
as the General Secretary of FOCUS (Fel-
lowship of Christian Unions) a movement
of Christian Unions in Universities and Col-
leges. Martin who has consistently been in-
volved with and demonstrated his love for
young people over the years runs a book
publishing company. He previously operat-
ed bookstores in Nairobi and thus has an
outstanding relationship with books and o
story worth hearing.

#mazi: Tell us a bit about your jour-
{ ’ ney with books.

Martin: | loved books as early as
when | was in primary school and read
all the common children’s books such as
Famous Five and Secret Seven. This in-
terest continued when | went to secondary
school and was channelled towards Chris-
tian books when | became a Christian. At
the University, | met the Living Bibles Store,
now Biblica, who provided a source of
good reads. In 1984, they appointed me
as a Book Agent in the University which en-
tailed receiving books and selling them to
the Christian Union members. | have many
happy memories of this amazing opportu-
nity. This experience would later influence
my decision to sell Christian literature in
the East Africa region, operate bookshops
in Nairobi and later start the publishing
house that | run today.

The best
library is
of books
one has
read, then
you and
the library
become a
resource.

Timazi: Any life-changing book besides the Bible?

Martin: In the year 2002 while attending the Christian
Book Sellers Association meeting in Anaheim, California,
USA, | was invited to a luncheon hosted for Internation-
al guests. The speaker was the renowned Author and
Speaker John Maxwell. He gave each of us a copy of
his latest book then, My Roadmap for Success which he
said was a summary of all the books he had written. |
extended my stay in the US for an extra week to deeply
study that book. It challenged me greatly on the impor-
tance of purpose and how to live a purposeful life. It
was then that | decided to spend the rest of my life and
resources serving God.

Timazi: What drove you to want to have people
own books?

Martin: As | have already said, books have had a
great impact on me over the years and good books
become part of my testimony. | recall reading a book
called ‘18’ which was the story of a young girl who was
passionate about sharing her faith and led her friends
to Christ. The girl would unfortunately later have an
accident and die, and the book would be written by
her mother. This wonderful book, unfortunately, got lost
when | lent it to someone in 1978. | decided to keep
my books carefully and only lend when | have to. |
rather encourage those who borrow to buy their copy.

Timazi: How many do you have yourself?

My library has had about 500 volumes. | have in the
past five years gifted out a big number leaving me with
about 200 volumes that | keep in the safe custody of
my bedroom.

Timazi: Do you budget for books?

| presently do not need to budget since as a publisher
| receive many books free of charge. Sometimes when
browsing in a bookshop, | will come across a good book
that | can’t put down which | will buy. | also take note
of any books quoted in magazines, newspapers or by
speakers, which | hunt down and acquire.

Timazi: How can a young person start and grow
their library?

The best library is of books one has read, then you
and the library become a resource. If a young person
can commit to read two books in a month and store
them, in 5 years they will not just have a-120-book li-
brary, but the knowledge they will have will instantly put
them in leadership positions and whenever they speak,
gems of wisdom will always flow from them.
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GEORGE MULLER (1805 -1898

Many called him ‘The Apostle of Faith
He was a ferocious reader who did wor
ders in the 19™ century. It is recorded the
Muller read the Bible more than 200 time
n his lifetime. Concerning his passion fc
he scriptures, he says, “I ought to rec
ygain and again this most precious Booi
his Book of books, most earnestly, mo
orayerfully, and with much meditation; an
n this practice, | ought to continve all t
Jays of my life.” But this 19" century pa
or, itinerant preacher and founder of ¢
>rphanage that fed up to 10,000 childre
by faith) did not just read the scripture
alone he says, “l read tracts, missionar
sapers, sermons, and biographies of god
sersons” which served a lot in kindling h
1eart to preach the gospel. Just like his fe
ow readers, much reading did not rende
iim an ineffective mere bookworm but h
accomplished much out of that reading.

PRINCIPLES OF VISUAL HIERARCHY

THERINE BOOTH (

0)

She was the co-founder of The Salva-
on Army along with her husband Willian
oth. By the age of 12 had read through
e Bible eight times from Genesis to Rev-
ation. Unfortunately, at the age of 14,
ie developed spinal curvature and was
rced sometimes to lie in bed for months
is setback, however, did not render her
to self-pity but by the grace of God, i
scame a golden opportunity to devour
ooks. She read books like Roe’s Devout
cercise of Heart, Mrs Fletcher's biography
mong many other works of Charles Fin-
3y and John Wesley. Due to Her love for
:ading, she was able to author 36 books
ar most popular one being Aggressive
hristianity.

CHARLES HADDON SPUR-

GEON (185 1)

“The Prince of Preachers”, as he is cor
monly called, preached to an estimate
10,000,000 during his lifetime, publishe
nis sermons to an estimated 25,000 pe
ple each week at the height of his ministr
He was such a ferocious reader, readir
Jup to a tune of six books a week. This hak
began when he just a boy of barely s
years of age by reading John Bunyar
‘Pilgrim progress”, a book he read aga
and again for about a hundred times
the time of his death. His common motto
regard to book reading was “Visit mar
good books, but live in the BIBLE. “By tt
time of his death in he had amassed 5,1C
nooks in his personal library.

FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL

Most of us may have heard the hymi
Take my Life and Let it be’, this plus oth
>r one hundred hymns were the fine wor
>f Frances Ridley Havergal. She was a
imazing 19" Century musician, poetes
levotional and hymn writer. However, whc
s not well known is that before Havergc
ould rise to such plausible ranks, God e
>loyed his word together with other amaz
ng Christian books to shape her into

ressel of worth in His hand. Havergal, wh
»y the age of 3 had already known ho
o read, is recorded to have devoted hel
elf to the word of God, memorizing larg
yortion of New Testament and other par
>f the Old Testament like Psalms, Isaial
ind the Minor Prophets. She gives a test
nony on how joy filled her heart one da
n reading “All For Jesus” by Wrenfor¢
he says “’All' is all; and as we may tru:
{im to cleanse from the stain of the pa:
ins so we may trust Him to cleanse from a
»resent defilement...” Among other work
hat she devoured for the profit of he
oul were those of Jeremy Taylor, Thomc

TIVURTT UIU 1HUIy UL IS T ULHUE WUIRS.
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Professor Dankit Nassiuma,

a Professor of Mathematics
and Statistics, and the Vice
Chancellor at The African
International University (AlU)
lets us in, into his amazing re-
lationship with books. Besides
academia, which he obviously
is, Professor Nassiuma tells

us how over the years, books
have played a big role in all
aspects of his growth.

Early years

as born 60 years ago in a small
7\:Iloge in Bungoma County, the
4™ born in a family of 10. My
father was a teacher while my mum
did some farming as well ran a small
business. My parents treasured hon-
esty, hard work and church. | joined
school as a five-year-old, which was
unusually early in those years. My
status as the youngest in class did not
hinder my learning and on the con-
trary, | ended up grasping the read-
ing and writing earlier than most of
my classmates. Learning then was in
our vernacular language, but | went
one step further and learnt how to
read and write in English giving me a
serious advantage in both classwork

and communication.

My appetite for reading devel-
oped early. There were limited
reading materials available in our
school and | devoured everything
that was available. | particularly re-
member reading the James Hadley
Chase novels that | definitely do not
recommend now. By the time | was
in standard six, there were no more
reading materials available for me
to read.

Advantage for further reading

The fruits of this expansive read-
ing were an ability to communicate
articulately in English and a supe-
rior comprehension of the subject
texts even beyond our teachers. It
was usual then to have teachers who
had proceeded to teacher training
straight after primary school. | re-
member one of the teachers who
had no secondary education and

limited English language skills who would
come to me for an explanation of the les-
sons before teaching us on the following
day. This was hardly because | was bright-
er than the other students but rather an ad-
vantage that came from broad reading.

High School Years

High school was a major milestone in my
reading. It afforded a wider range of lit-
erature and the school subjects themselves
demanded extra effort. The literature set-
books were most enjoyable. It was from
our Literature teacher that | learnt the
valuable skill of speed-reading for which
| am grateful to this day as it enables me
to read a two-hundred-page book in two
hours! | cultivated the reading discipline
enabling me to perform well academically.

There were limited

reading materials
available in our
school and I devoured

everything that was
available.

I would, for example, read my literature
set books on school trip bus rides while oth-
er students were chattering away saving
me valuable time.

Good Religious person

All this time | was a good and religious
person, occasionally reading my bible and
observing all the rules required by my de-
nomination. | was nevertheless conflicted
by the behaviour of people claiming to be,

- |
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How online companies trickg/ou into sharing

more, joining more and spending more

By Dan Ariely
PHOTOGRAPHY: CHRISTOPHER GRIFFITH
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Is it crazy love or crazy madness? Either way, | am crazy about mangoes.

[ have loved mangoes since [ first partook of its glossy golden flesh from a deli in New
York City. A friend explained to me at the time that the mango has all the n
nutrients for survival, so, with certainty, [ decided upon the one food I would choose if
stranded on a deserted island (if anyone asked). It’s so perfect in color: its delic end
{rom gold to peach to red and some even pushing toward purple. Its shape is most often
like a kidney with soft curves, but each fruit still unique. The texture of its flesh is
smooth, but sturdy—it gives a little when ripe. People across the globe share the
passion for mangoes where it ranks as the national fruit in India, Pakistan and
the Philippines (The U.S. does not appear to have a national fruit, in case
you were wondering). The flavor is exquisite, unique yet distinctly tropi-
cal, and, as I've discovered since moving to Florida and eating fresh
mangos from local trees, the fruit can also be laced with other
complex tropical (lavors. But that, in fact, serves as my segue
{rom crazy love to ¢ madness: getting my hands on a fresh

mango from a local tree in Florid:

ASSYMETRICAL BALANCE
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| SAVOR |

Fggos

Scrambled. Fried. Souffléed, Bruléed. Poached. On toast.
Whipped. And dropped (in soup, of course). The egg in
all of its expressions, never disappoints. What other food
<an serve hoth as the staple of the down home country
breakfast sitting next to a pile of grits, and the star of
fine dining, served as Benedict, in Nicoise, or all by itself
as a delicacy, like that of the quail? There’s nothing like
it in the culinary universe, and it brings so much pleasure
in its myriad forms.

Beyond its sheer yumminess, though, the egg serves
as the backbone for the science of cooking and baking.
Because its proteins change when heated, beaten or mixed,

eggs act as the catalyst to perform the special effects of the

culinary world. It’s the “guy behind the scenes,” making a

lot of magic happen.

68 | VENICE MAGAZINE | MAR-APR 2011 Photograph by Jill Battaglia




“We were inspired by firy takes, imagining our
woman 3 an enchanted creature living in

en,” Domenico Dolkee say
of the Fall 2014 Dolce & Gabbana

callection. “Only she has the keys to m o T -
enter,and we printed them all over I h \ }\ 1'4

that’ extra-long and matching. Marc Jacobs and

Michael Kors showed theirs with casually
strewn, knee-grazing scarves, while Prabal
Gurung had the look all wrapped up,
winding his scarves around as far 3 they
could go.Meanwhik, the herocs ofthis

PLE CES scason’; story are the pants—particu-

Magic was indeed in the air Dokce & z E
C ‘bh_mmpukm keycmbroidered  £ossential wardrobe elements that

t dx bar for what ‘Mqu ,,.,‘[1,,,,,." doors th
. ’

Ths 5
¥ 2 ~’ll]‘-csmppmg,up
cin's just-this-side-of-shaggy,

yed-hem porcupine numbers, which are

ct combination of soft and prickly.
Shearlings (2) merit their own category. Come
winter, we'll all want to disguse ousdves in
sheep's dothing, especially the oversize version
that Stuart Vevers turned out for his debut
at Coach. Ralph Lauren miled the Ameri-
can West at Polo with 2 distressed, rugged
take, and Joseph Altuzarra’s update was 3
fuzzy-side-out bomber. Another essential

nin every woman's cold-weather

designers even
suggested knits fiom head to e Though
y abstain from woolly ball-
least publidly
filling our closets with thick, slouchy

About that pullover: The
gray (4) 5 crudal. The n-between
neutral has taken overas the hue of
the moment. Invest in something:

By Christine Whitney
anything—m the color, be it a E :

nubby dress fom Stells McCart- Photograph by Victor Demarchelier

ney or 2 short-skeeved coat from
Dior. Because there$

thing as being t

sweaters demand o

with a scarf (5), ideally one

Keyedup.

Ly those of the stovepipe varic
Slim but not body-tight, thes
farther evidence of the funcnon-is-
fishionable movement; they'e ¢

that will stay on the scenc for yearsto

some of the best, which would pair h.xnd~
mely with a roomy bhzer. Udlity reigns

stepped onto the catwalk. Instead, behold f:
2N Iwrspn'x:l low- and Lhuul y- hc\ dm

,usz right fi

Saint I)urcnl,mdlh]]y cated especlly cowet-
able renditions, whether in understated neutrals
or punky patent leather. Luxe top-handle totes
and shoppers were everywhere on falls run-

but the latest prize bags are the hands-
long-strapped styles (8). Amid 2 forest of
novelty options, its with the demure dou
flap bag at Herms that you'll live happily
cver after. In bright white leather, it’s the
perfect foil for 2 dove-gray caat with retro
boots ar even sn:

with the jewels: Designe
novel adornments to P
chic look up a notch. What with all
of the thick layers and scarves, accents

are limited to the fingers and cars, and
should be hefty enough to stand up
to the clothes. For rings, the rule is
more: Big, calorful, multi-finger ver-
tNina Ricciand Proenza
Schouler were amaong the smartest.
Earrings, while ako large, went sola
Céline and Louis Vuitton showed
mplex danglers worn on one

car only (10), recalling M

for a solid fall wardrobe is over.
gic door is open, and

—

'_.
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ou can help fight homelessness in
Colorado Springs this fall! Here are two
ays that you can make a difference in
he lives of the chronically homeless
‘AND have fun at the same time!

OVEMBER S

RICA THE BEAUTIFUL PARK BAM - YPM
Colorado Springs Fights Homelessness

|free pancake breakfast|dog competition|live music|
| free inflatable games for adults and children|

|free lunch BBQ|live radio remotes|and much more!|

NOV+DECI|-23]
=" indygive.com

Join the Give! €ampaign | LIVE HERE? GIVE HERE'!
and give a gift to Springs Help Colorado Springs fight
Rescue Mission's Resource | homelessness:
Advocate Program. 100% of | Show up NOVEMBER S
your donation through the and give just $10 to
Give! Campaign goes help the chronically
directly to SRM. And...there | homeless connect

are great reward packages | With the services

for your gift of $25 ormore! | they need through the
You can't go wrong! Resource Advocate

Program!

£2011 Springs Rescue Mssion | 11-0330
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FLAVOR PATROL PASTRY CHEFS AND ENTREPRENEURS ARE RUSHING TO APPEASE AMERICANS’

INFLAMED APPETITE FOR NEW TWISTS ON AN OLD FAVORITE, BOTH IN RESTAURANTS AND IN CRE-

ATIVE RETAIL OPERATIONS. MERYLE EVANS REPORTS.

When San Francisco pastry chefs Ruthie Planas and
Eric Shelton worked together at Aqua, romance
bloomed at the ice cream freezer. Eventually they left
their restaurant jobs, married, and two years ago
opened Sketch Ice Cream in Berkeley, named to
convey the notion that the purest form of an idea
begins with a sketch—in their case, ice cream freshly
made each morning. “Pure” and “fresh” are the
mantras for a whole new crop of fervent frozen

dessert artisans, whether they are pastry chefs exper.

WHITE SPACE

imenting with outrageous flavors, organic dairy farm
ers making 16 percent butterfat maple walnut ice
cream, or entrepreneurs providing restaurants and
retail customers with dense, low-fat, Italian-style
gelati and sorbetti. They speak enthusiastically about
milk from grass-fed cows, day-old farm fresh eggs,
stabilizer-free homemade ice cream bases, and splen:
did ingredients like California’s Lagier Ranch
almonds, berries from Remlinger Farms in Carnation,

Washington, or 61 percent Guittard chocolate. >

Today's ice creams are going where no flavors.
have gone before. Coconut/shiso/strawbesry nes-
s in a coconut shell; 3 scoop of saffron/ honey
ce cream tops a miniature cone. Photos by Shimon

& Tammar. Styled by Brian Preston-Campbell.
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He’srarely photographed,
hatesbeing quoted,

and hasintimidatingaccessto power.
He also might be the mostimportant
personat GoldmanSachs

Meet JohnF.W.Rogers
By WilliamD.Cohan

POWER OF WHITE SPACE
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FROM HERE TO INFINITY

Froshotf ascaring ccason of scif-discovery, Kobe Brgants ’ afow thoughts on peace,Joveand understanding |, Kopiown
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Consensual Age
n March 2019, three Court of Appeal judges proposed that the age for consensual
?sex (an age that is deemed legally competent to consent to sexual activity) be reduced
from 18 years to 16 years for girls. They reasoned that lowering sex consent age is
long overdue as men are languishing in jail for sleeping with teens “who were willing to
be and appeared to be adults”. They reasoned that the teen “may not have reached the
age of maturity but they may well have reached the age of discretion and are able to
make intelligent and informed decisions about their lives and bodies”.

Not the first time

This is not the first time this debate
has been raised. In 2016, the Kenyan
Parliament set to introduce an amendment
to the Sexual Offences Act through the
Statue Law (Miscellaneous Amendment
Bill) 2016 to lower the age of consensual
sex from 18 to 16 years. There are other
countries whose consensual age is lower
than 16. Take for instance our brothers in
Nigeria who have the lowest consensual
age in the world at only 11. Eleven! A child
that is 11 years old can legally consent to
engage in sexual activity in Nigeria while
Bahrain has the highest age of consent in
the world, at 21.

We make too little of sex

This debate is happening at a time when
teen pregnancy issues are also on debate.
The questions we want to ask ourselves
is what is the real deal about all these
issues? Is it about how young children are
engaging in sex? Is it about consent or lack
of it2 Is teen pregnancies the big issue? We
dare not say a resounding NO! The real
issue is that we do not see sex as we should
with the lens of the scripture. We appear to
make a big deal of sex BUT the opposite is
actually true. We make TOO LITTLE of sex.
We cheapen it, we put is sordid debates
that it ought not to be put intfo. We think
that as long we can consent, we can have
sex, with anyone at any time the way we
want it. We have forsaken the Creator of
sex and so we do not know why He made
it and how to have it. In this article, we go
back to the basics. We ask ourselves most
basic questions about sex, the whats, the
whys, the whens, the hows and we consult
the Creator and get His mind about it.

God made Sex.

First things firstt When you want to know
how to use your latest smartphone and
use it well, you do not consult a radio
manufacturer, you read the manual that
came with the phone. So, when we want
to know all about sex, we go to the
‘Manufacturer. When God made man, he
made them male and female; otherwise
called man and woman. “Then God said,

“Let Us make man in Our image, according
to Our likeness...So God created man
in His own image; He created him in the
image of God; He created them male and
female. (Genesis 1:26-27, Holman Christian
Standard Bible, HCSB). Sex is NOT the
creation of man, neither does man have
the permission to do whatever they want to
do with it. Since God made sex, there are
a few things that sex is, just because God
made it. Let us explore them:

SK X
o e

It is difficult to talk about the goodness
of sex in today’s world because of how
perverted it is. However, that does not
mean we walk away from its original
nature. Sex is good because He who

We appear to make a
big deal of sex BUT the
opposite is actually true.

We make TOO LITTLE of
sex. We cheapen it!

created it is good and like all other things
that He created; it is good. Ben Patterson
puts it this way: “With all of this sexual
obsession, one is tempted to downplay the
pleasures and goodness of sex—to say
they are overrated. But that might be the
devil’s will as much as the obsession itself.”
Amidst the sordid perspectives that our
culture may create, we must swim against
it and see what really sex in its purity is, it

is good.
TEaZE |
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RYTHM, REPETITION AND
MOVEMENT
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Pastor Pablo

Aown the walls of h
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aaain. As much T &
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Dear Joan,
ead your letter with a lot of pain in
Tmy heart. You represent so many
tudents who have gone through
your kind of pain, pain that would be
avoided, pain that you did not have to go
through. Your struggle to forgive is real
and normal. It is easier to forgive people
you have not met or known before, but
it gets more difficult to forgive those
whom you knew, people who were your
friends for years. | feel your pain, God
feels your pain.

| am glad that you agreed with the
truths that we shared in our last
issue of Timazi Healing from our Tribal
Brokenness. We shared those truths
carefully with full knowledge that
students like you would be reading
the magazine. We shared with love to
extend the healing of God to as many
students like you. We shared because
we are convinced that the answer to

15&4#%
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our tribal brokenness is not political or
even compensation but Jesus and His
atoning sacrifice. | will only resound the
truths here yet again and pray that God
will lead you to a healing path that may
take a while, possibly years but we are
confident that you will get there.

Acknowledge your pain

The first step is  definitely
acknowledging your pain. Hiding or
even denying pain is not a solution for
healing. Acknowledging that you are
hurt and in need of help is the first step
towards healing that every hurt person
must do. This you have done and is very
commendable.

Agree with God’s word

The second step is to agree with the
truth of the Word of God. | am glad that
you agree with truths we shared in our
last issue. Like John Piper resounds in
his book Bloodlines, we have no other
solution except seeing ourselves as

one lost people in need of a savior and
seeing everyone as Christ requires us to
see - wonderful creation made in God’s
image. We must acknowledge thatthose
who belong to Christ are those whom
He has redeemed and not those of a
particular race or tribe. The new family
of God is of those who acknowledge
their sin and their helplessness to save
themselves from that bondage. Once
we all see ourselves like that, we will
not in any way look at some people as
less superior or think of ourselves better
than them.

Forgive because you were forgiven

For you who was the offended party,
I will remind you of the parable that
Jesus gave of the unforgiving servant.
You can read this story in Matthew
18:21-35. In this parable Jesus seems to
communicate that we forgive people
because we have been forgiven. The
servant had all the right to be angry
because someone owed him money.
The comparison of the debt was what
was interesting. He had been forgiven
so much that he would never have paid
even if the King sold him. He on the

other hand was owed so little that the
King could not believe when he heard
the story.

Since it is very difficult to forgive
someone who caused you so much pain,
the only good reason is to forgive them
because you were forgiven much. We
can try to give many other reasons, but
they cannot defeat this particular one.

Do not get bitter

Unforgiveness yields bitter hearts
which defiles a Christian heart. There is
so much that people who hold offense
suffer from. Experts have proved over
the years that even some physical
ailments may be associated with a
prolonged bitter heart.

Seek Guidance

The other thing that you need to do is
to walk closely with an older Christian
like your CU patron, youth pastor, your
parents or anyone else who is mature
in their faith and can be a good guide in
your healing journey.

| encourage you to continue on this
journey by faith that God will certainly
heal you and you will soon be out of
the pain. Remember that this may take
longer than you expect. May the Lord
be with you! We are praying for you and
for as many young people in your pain.

Pablo
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Dear M.N,

nk you for your question. We are

{ clwoys happy to hear that God is

ministering to you through Timazi. We
pray we remain faithful to the end.

Wakanda forever! It's a movie that has
taken the whole world by storm. The title
speaks for itself. It's a movie by the black
and for the black. Black Panther certainly
emblems the essence of our African cultural
roots from an intriguing point of view. It
highlights the hidden resources, the beauty
of unity, intelligence, wealth, spiritual
history and prosperity of Africa. The movie
speaks intentionally of the past, present
and future of African heritage, indicating
the glorious possibilities of an advanced
black race with powerful resources due to
a result of being untouched and untainted.
It brings an aura of relief by bringing out
black advancement and growth instead of
on focusing on the suffering of the black
people and white supremacy. In a sense,
it gives the black people some pride to
be black. While it still rides on the cry of
Africans to be set free of colonialism, it
does this in a way that doesn’t make the
African the victim

Generally, being a generation that is
a great consumer of entertainment and

PRINCIPLES OF VISUAL HIERARCHY

media we, as is often the case fail to
always interrogate what we consume. We
presume that entertainment is just that; not
meant to have any impact on us. However,
as Rebecca Ng'ang’a is used to saying,
the strongest beliefs are those that come
unconsciously. We mustn't lose sight of the
fact that there are ideas that are being
peddled to us which we must be alive to.
The scriptures invite us to live as wise men
while understanding the times we live in.
The invitation here at Timazi is for the
student to be a modern-day Berean i.e. To
always investigate everything they receive
on the basis of scripture.

So, then, what are we to make of the
Blank Panther. To begin with, we have to
commend it for lacking the sexual and
suggestive scenes that have become
common in all kinds of entertainment. | see
it as a breath of fresh air when producers
don’t have to run to sex to compensate for
their sheer lack of a story. The movie also
demonstrates the long threading effect of
the sin of one-man T'Chaka (perhaps and
his brother) and how that has affected a
whole community. This might very well be
a reminder to us that decisions always
carry with them consequences. Josiah
in 2Chronicles 34:17 -after reading the
contents of the book of the law that was

lost- lamented that great was to be the wrath of God
on them because of the sin of their fathers

In addition, it signifies the danger of inequality and
greed. We must not lose sight of how wealth and
blessings can be an idol. For the people of Wakanda,
losing Vibranium was like losing their lives. Most
wanted to hoard it and make themselves superior.
Notice though, that this kind of thinking will only lead
to chaos and not harmony in the universe. Aren’t most
of us studying so that we can set ourselves apart from
our peers? What idols have usurped the place of God
in your life2 Politics2 Money? A specific cause? Beware
of building your life on a foundation of sand (Matthew
7:24-27). As the movie comes to a close, it seems
that the Wakandans seem to grasp that wealth
is for sharing not just personal consumption.
T'Challa opening up Wakanda to the rest
of the world. The gospel of God is about
sharing the blessing we have with others

We presume that
entertainment is
just that; not meant
to have any impact
on us. However, .....
the strongest beliefs
are those that come
unconsciously.




PRINCIPLES OF VISUAL HIERARCHY

‘
B
\
1
g
«

Pornography affected
my mind such that I
saw girls as objects
of pleasure. It fanned

the desire to have sex. v;y

The Trap

My name is W. O. and | am 19 years old. When | completed primary
school, | found myself like many others, largely idle and not having
much to do at home. It was on one of those days that | happened to
flip through a smartphone that my brother had just used. On opening
the browser history, | was confronted by various pornographic sites and
my conclusion was that he had recently watched those videos.

My secret Strugg
with Pornography

VST I T I T ST ST ST I T TN

Completely Hooked
T urge to check out these sites was
very strong and within no time | found
myself watching the videos, marking
the start of an addiction. | got into the
trend of buying phone airtime and hiding
myself to indulge my interest. Thereafter
| joined secondary school and in my first
weekend challenge, | made the decision
to be born again. |, however, was too
ashamed of my experience with pornogra-
phy that | could not confide in anyone. This
turned out to be a mistake and | found my-
self falling into the temptation of watching
the same videos when | got an opportunity.
This struggle continued throughout my
secondary school years. Outwardly | was
known to be saved, humble and innocent.
Inwardly, however, the story was different.
| carried the guilt of hypocrisy and a real-
isation that God hates hypocrisy. Despite
my best efforts to break free of this habit,
| could never get the breakthrough and this
addiction followed me even after complet-
ing secondary school.

* Unyielding efforts

The negative effects on my life were
many. Pornography affected my mind
such that | saw girls as objects of plea-
sure. It fanned the desire to have sex. |
remember befriending one particular girl
in my neighbourhood and pressuring her
towards that end. | can only say that it's
through God'’s mercy that my efforts were
thwarted.

| had every desire to live a life pleasing
to God and would find myself pleading
for forgiveness every time | succumbed to
the temptation. | felt that | was living a lie
before people who knew me as a Christian
while struggling with this secret sin. One of
my uncles knew and admired me as some-
one who loved the Lord. He knew that |
was the kind of person who could not miss
any opportunity to attend church services
or fellowship and he would regularly bring
me copies of the Timazi magazine.

Finally Freel

| will never forget 23 May 2019 when
this uncle of mine came with one of his
friends for a visit. He brought me Issue
Number 31 of Timazi entitled “God made
Sex”. As | read the issue, | could not help
but burst into tears. | was convicted and
saw clearly that | had been deceiving oth-
ers and myself. | realised that the missing
step to my breakthrough was confession to
a fellow believer. It is important not only
to confess to God but also to a fellow be-
liever.

On reading through the magazine, | con-
fessed my sin to God, asked for His for-
giveness and confessed also to my uncle.
I now write this story of my struggle with
sexual sin, with the hope that it will im-
pact other teenagers reading it and going
through the same struggle to confess to a
fellow believer.

Staying On

| wasted many years, in a lifestyle that
was not pleasing to God. | have battled
with discouragement as | fought the ad-
diction to pornography. | have lived with
feeling of guilt, condemnation and alien-
ation due to the secret | have carried over
the years. | can now say that | have made
a turn and | am depending on Gods grace
to keep me from falling back into the
bondage. | have experienced Gods for-
giveness and the peace that comes from
knowing | am unconditionally loved. | have
been praying with my uncle and keeping
myself accountable
to him so that | can
be strengthened
for total victory.
| thank the Ti-
mazi team for the
magazine  Issue
31 through which
my life was
transformed.
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Two problems

1. Ordering your graphic space

2. Finding the right image to reinforce
the message



How to choose an image

1. Meaning



is defined on the basis of comfort,
we make maleness and femaleness
arbitrary. If being a man or woman
is determined by someone’s mind
or will, it means that there is no such
thing as true maleness or femaleness.
Both become just a construct based
on cultural stereotypes. We would be
unable to tell a young boy that he is
really a boy. We would be unable to
tell a young girl that her father's unique
responses to her as a father is anything
objective or real (got questions.org).

More than culture

This | submit has really been part of
the problem. Majorly because, when
the gender distinctions are purely
cultural, we end up with just a bunch
of stereotypes that seemingly oppress
one gender to the advantage of the
other. For example, in the past, gender
roles were biased towards the men with
women being the oppressed. Today,
culture is slowly changing and men
are now becoming the oppressed. In
essence, male chauvinism gave rise to
feminism both of which are completely
ggainst what the Bible teaches. Culture

as you can see only serves to give us
either of two extremes that have no
place in the word of God.

God made them male and female

The Bible, on the other hand, begins
by reminding us that God has created
us in His own image. Genesis 1:27 So
God created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created
them. This means that maleness and
femaleness are reflections of who
God is. It also means that God has
always envisioned two and only two
genders. All other genders are all
constructs of men that have no place
in the scriptures. It is these two genders
that God created to reflect His image
with any other form of gender only
seeking to discredit God’s wisdom. It
is this image of God that we should be
most concerned about since God has
placed us as His image bearers to the
world. We must seek to enforce the
purity of these genders in society so
as to uphold the image that God has
bestowed upon us. It is quite clear in
most scriptures that God intended both
genders remain distinct. For example,
in Deuteronomy 22:5, He requires that

both men and women dress differently.

More than mere Physical differences

Secondly, when God designed male
and female (Genesis 5:2), He created
more than mere physical differences.
Whenever we feel as if our bodies
are foreign or that we would like to
identify as the opposite gender, we
must be reminded that we are actually
faulting God’s design over our lives.
Men and women were created to fulfill
different roles in creation and in our
relationship with the Lord and thus
distorting those God-assigned roles is
in a sense distorting God’s image here
on earth. Notice too that in all the cases
that the violations of God’s design of
sex and gender are mentioned in the
scriptures, they always are mentioned
in the negative (Romans 1:18-32; 1
Corinthians 6:9-10).

I really didn’t choose to be that way

One may then ask if God created
only two genders, why is it that some
feel oriented differently from the
rest2 How can | be accused of faulting
God’s design if | am just trying to be
comfortable in my skin? ‘I really didn’t
choose to be the way | am’, one might
say. This assertion, however, fails to
account for two things. First is that
disagreeing with transgenderism does

All other genders
are all constructs
of men that have
no place in the
scriptures.

not mean denying the pain of gender
dysphoria. We appreciate that some
people actually have some biological
conditions that could predispose them
as otherwise. However, these conditions
are quite rare and also the fact that
we have such a condition does not
warrant us to look over and desire
what is ungodly.

It began at the fall

Second is that the confusion attributed
to gender can always be linked back
to the fall of man in Genesis 3. The
fall lies to us that we have no much
control over our desires or sin. God
while talking to Cain in Genesis 1:6b
reminds him that the tendency of sin is
to want to rule over you but you must
aim to rule over it. This means that
God’s grace is sufficient. Irrespective
of whether gender distortion has
a genetic, hormonal, physiological,
psychological, or spiritual cause, it can
be overcome and healed through faith
in Christ and continued reliance on the
power of the Holy Spirit.
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How to choose an image

e Meaning
2. Audience engangement
e Space



The naked truth about godly sexuality and marriage




How to choose an image

e Meaning
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Teacher Profile

2 : Sacrifices made To sowe The Studerils

Testimony of Mr Sammy Njenga, Upper Hill
Girls School, Nakuru

Born again

| got saved in 1991 as a first-year student
at Maseno University. | immediately joined
the Christian Union (CU), where | was taught
to pray, studly the Bible, and the importance
of fellowship. | was exposed to ministry by
joining the mature brethren serving in the
neighbouring schools.

An eventful teaching practice

| was posted to Sironka Girls School in
Nyamira, which turned out to be an eye-
opening experience. At the time, there was
no CU or Christian teacher. When | realised
there was no one to fellowship with, | took a
step of faith and began a CU with a group
of three born-again girls. | organised for
them to meet during ‘clubs’ time.

The numbers to the meetings rose, week
after week, to 30, then 40, with 84 girls
born again by the end of that short three-
month period. | also convened a rally
attended by two other schools — without any
support from the school. By the time | left,
there was a vibrant CU.

Commissioned

Upon return to college and as graduation
drew near, the CU Patron called together
all the education students and asked those
willing to be CU patrons to raise their hands.
| was among the first to respond to this call.
He prayed and commissioned us, “Go and
become a CU patron wherever you will be
are posted.”

My first posting was in a remote area
where | experienced great loneliness, but |

persevered. Providentially, | met Kenya
Students Christian Fellowship (KSCF), who
influenced and trained me to do high school
ministry. Together, we combed the entire
district, braving the untarmacked roads to
reach every school for Christ.

Never wait to be appointed

When | moved to my next posting, | took
up the role of CU patron. | have done this in
every school where | have taught since. |
have never waited to be appointed as
patron; all | do is join the students and intro-
duce myself as a CU member. When | was
transferred to my current school, | found the
CU had been dormant, and within a short
time, the existing patron and the school
principal requested me to take over.

My encouragement to Christian teachers
is, “Never wait to be introduced or
appointed. Just go and introduce yourself
as a Christian teacher!” John Ng’ang’a, a
renowned preacher, told us, “A Christian
teacher is a missionary to a school but paid
by the Teachers Service Commission (TSC).”
| have therefore resolved to go to the
schools where | am posted as a teacher and
as a missionary.

As Jesus was moved with compassion when
he saw the crowds, whom he saw as sheep
without a shepherd, | am also moved when
| see [students in] school uniforms. | long to
teach and impact them as much as | can
because time is limited, and thus my motto
is “inspire before you expire.”

Sacrifices made

I have missed out on fully paid trips to the
coast plus allowances so as to join students
in the KSCF camps because “I don’t live for

myself.” The student camps are hardly lux-
urious.

“How much are you paid when you attend
the camps or go on preaching missions2”
The answer is nothing; on the contrary, | end
up incurring expenses when | sponsor stu-
dents to the camps. Rather than receive a
‘fat’ envelope after ministering to students,
| have on occasion paid fees, bought school
uniforms and books for needy students, and
other expenses. Like David, | want to serve
God’s purpose in my generation (Acts
13:36).

It's said that there is no money in the
teaching profession, but my testimony is
different. | own the house | live in and the
car | drive, all paid for from my salary. |
have trusted in God and learnt that godli-
ness with contentment is great gain. |
resigned from national examiner duties as
exams are marked during the December
holidays, which coincides with KSCF camps.
This meant saying no to a significant income.

| declined ordination in my local church
due to my commitment to CU work. | could
not leave the over 500 students | was serv-
ing. | only became a pastor when my cur-
rent posting in a day school allowed for it.

No regrets

| do not regret the 25 years of serving
God; as a CU patron and a Christian
teacher. | have not lost anything. | rejected
the popular “teach and go home” method
and determined | would stay on in school
after hours to attend CU meetings and
impact the lives of the students.

g3
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Martin Karanja is the Chairman of the
Kenya Students Christian Fellowship (KSCF),
a national movement of Christion students in
high schools in Kenya. He previously served
as the General Secretary of FOCUS (Fel-
lowship of Christian Unions) a movement
of Christian Unions in Universities and Col-
leges. Martin who has consistently been in-
volved with and demonstrated his love for
young people over the years runs a book
publishing company. He previously operat-
ed bookstores in Nairobi and thus has an
outstanding relationship with books and o
story worth hearing.

imazi: Tell us a bit about your jour-
¢ ' ney with books.

Martin: | loved books as early as
when | was in primary school and read
all the common children’s books such as
Famous Five and Secret Seven. This in-
terest continued when | went to secondary
school and was channelled towards Chris-
tian books when | became a Christian. At
the University, | met the Living Bibles Store,
now Biblica, who provided a source of
good reads. In 1984, they appointed me
as a Book Agent in the University which en-
tailed receiving books and selling them to
the Christian Union members. | have many
happy memories of this amazing opportu-
nity. This experience would later influence
my decision to sell Christian literature in
the East Africa region, operate bookshops
in Nairobi and later start the publishing
house that | run today.
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The best
library is
of books
one has
read, then
you and
the library
become a
resource.

Timazi: Any life-changing book besides the Bible?

Martin: In the year 2002 while attending the Christian
Book Sellers Association meeting in Anaheim, California,
USA, | was invited to a luncheon hosted for Internation-
al guests. The speaker was the renowned Author and
Speaker John Maxwell. He gave each of us a copy of
his latest book then, My Roadmap for Success which he
said was a summary of all the books he had written. |
extended my stay in the US for an extra week to deeply
study that book. It challenged me greatly on the impor-
tance of purpose and how to live a purposeful life. It
was then that | decided to spend the rest of my life and
resources serving God.

Timazi: What drove you to want to have people
own books?

Martin: As | have already said, books have had a
great impact on me over the years and good books
become part of my testimony. | recall reading a book
called ‘18’ which was the story of a young girl who was
passionate about sharing her faith and led her friends
to Christ. The girl would unfortunately later have an
accident and die, and the book would be written by
her mother. This wonderful book, unfortunately, got lost
when | lent it to someone in 1978. | decided to keep
my books carefully and only lend when | have to. |
rather encourage those who borrow to buy their copy.

Timazi: How many do you have yourself?

My library has had about 500 volumes. | have in the
past five years gifted out a big number leaving me with
about 200 volumes that | keep in the safe custody of
my bedroom.

Timazi: Do you budget for books?

| presently do not need to budget since as a publisher
| receive many books free of charge. Sometimes when
browsing in a bookshop, | will come across a good book
that | can’t put down which | will buy. | also take note
of any books quoted in magazines, newspapers or by
speakers, which | hunt down and acquire.

Timazi: How can a young person start and grow
their library?

The best library is of books one has read, then you
and the library become a resource. If a young person
can commit to read two books in a month and store
them, in 5 years they will not just have a-120-book li-
brary, but the knowledge they will have will instantly put
them in leadership positions and whenever they speak,
gems of wisdom will always flow from them.
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