
Bodoni 72 Oldstyle | optical kerning



Typography has the ability to transform a word and evoke emotion.



What emotional response do you have when you see the word hope presented in the following typefaces? 

Write down your reactions and then we will discuss.

Typography has the ability to transform a word and evoke emotion.



“But everything exposed by light 
becomes visible – and everything that is 

illuminated becomes a light.”

– Ephesians 5:13



Objective

Provide you with a design foundation 
to deliver your message with clarity. 



Purpose of Type

Typography should perform these services to your reader:

● invite the reader into the text

● deliver your message

● clarify the structure and order of the text

○ linking the text to the additional elements of the layout

● reveal the meaning of the text – setting the mood





How does this 
layout achieve 
these purposes?

● invite the reader 
into the text

● deliver your message

● clarify the structure 
and order of the text

● reveal the meaning 
of the text – setting 
the mood











The Details Classifications of Type

serif sans serif



The Details Classifications of Type

Classical Transitional

Modern Slab

Serif Font Classifications

Classical Sans Serif



The Details Classifications of Type

Script

Deconstructivist

Handwriting

Display (Titling)

Other Font Classifications

Trendy









Page Design

● Readability

○ an effortless reading experience  

● Hierarchy

○ lead the reader through the page in a logical way

● Consistency

○ find and stick to a typographic formula

● Appropriateness

○ Choose typography that speaks to your reader

Key Principles













The Art of Letterspacing Kerning

With your pen, circle the areas in between the letters that can benefit from letterspacing.
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Kern settings may appear in your 
design program like this. 
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optical kerning with manual adjustments

optical kerning

metric kerning



optical kerning

metric kerning



Consistency Appropriateness

Body Copy

What should you consider when selecting a 

typeface for the body copy?

Readability

Neutrality

Texture Weight



Readability

Texture

Weight

Helvetica Light Condensed 
9.5/12.75



Neutrality

Consistency

Appropriateness

Kievit Slab Pro Regular   
8.5/12



Body Copy Finding one

www.identifont.com

WhatTheFont



Body Copy Fine–Tune Type Selection
Garamond Pro Regular

10/10 10/11 10/12 10/13



Garamond Pro Regular

10/10 10/11 10/12 10/13



Sans Serif: Good Headline Pro Regular  |   Serif: Kievit Slab Pro Regular   |   8.5 pt on 12 pt



Body Copy Justification Settings

Kievit Slab Pro Regularrecommended starting place



Body Copy Hyphenation Settings

recommended starting place



Body Copy Tracking

recommended zone



Typographic Page Elements

● Title – designed to stop the reader and engage

● Deck (subtitle) – read in conjunction with the title 
and provide a clear explanation of the title

● Byline – designed in a standard way throughout your publication 

● Caption – describes the photo and includes additional 
information that may not be in the story 

● Subhead – functions as a hook to intrigue the reader 
and keep the eye moving along the page

● Pull–quote – act as verbal illustrations throughout the text

● Sidebar – provide another entry point into the magazine









Deck (subtitle) 

● is absent in this page design

● the opening paragraph is acting as a deck in 
this design taking you directly into the article

Title (headline)
● is designed to stop the reader and engage

● it is legible 

● it reflects the feel and intent of the article

● AND you have taken the time to adjust the 
kerning and size of your typography







“But everything exposed by light 
becomes visible – and everything that is 

illuminated becomes a light.”

– Ephesians 5:13
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