
Spread Design

Order and structure help the reader.



The white reverse sides of my posters!

–Josef Müller-Brockmann



What is your first step in designing the page?

Discuss with the person sitting next to and write 
down the first three steps you take to begin.



“Content precedes design. 
Design in the absence of  content is not 

design, it’s decoration.”

– Jeffrey Zeldman



● Consider what the story is about.

○ READ through it thoroughly

○ DON’T rely on the editor's summary
■ communicate with the editor, maybe they have a visual in mind

Spread Design

● Decide how many pages the story going to run on  

○ Does it open on a single page or a spread

○ If it opens on a single page, what is next to it?

● What impact do I want this story to have on my reader

First Steps





Page Plan
● the editors start here

● saconnects magazine is 
divided into sections



Page Plan
● the editors start here

● saconnects magazine is 
divided into sections

● Each section is divided 
into departments and 
secondary features 

● The page count is 
automatically generated 
as the plan is completed



Competed Page Plan









Objective

Discuss techniques and methods 
used in designing a spread.



❏ Master Pages

❏ Grids and Margins

❏ Folios

❏ Style Sheets

Spread Design Framework



Master Pages



Grids and Margins

Margin recommendations:

Outside – ½ inch
Inside – ¾ inch
Top – ½ to 1 inch
Bottom – ⅝ inch



Folios



Folios



Folios



Style Sheets



❏ Master Pages

❏ Grids and Margins

❏ Folios

❏ Style Sheets





Spread Design Designing







Engage the reader



Increase the 
readers 
understanding 
of the content



Appropriateness 
of the layout to 
the content
































