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Opening reflection: “Truth” & “truth”

Christians learn and embrace God’s transcendent Truths. 

 How: Revelation, interpretation, etc.

Christian journalists serve their neighbors by seeking and sharing small-t truths that:
• help people live
• help believers love their neighbors
• help citizens be informed about issues/candidates 
• provide necessary accountability for Christian leaders, congregations and organizations. 

 How: Asking the six Questions: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How? 



Professional plans change

Original vision
• Write mainly for believers
• Report mostly good news
• Focus on CCM, spirituality, theology, pop culture, church, parachurch
Revised vision
• Write for everyone
• Report whatever news happens
• Research political activism, financial statements, legal documents…



Who becomes what



Publications

The Gazette (Colorado Springs) $

 - 30+ years

Baptist News Global

Ministry Watch

Religion News Service



We need small-t truth
We live in truth-challenged times.

People experience:
• Lack of accurate information amid “information overload”
• Misinformation
• Disinformation

People and nations need reporters who diligently search and accurately share their findings 
with the public.

This is a sacred calling that can require sacrifices.





Christian and general audiences

Christian audiences
- Which Christian outlets report news?
- Journalistic freedom and independence?
- Theological, ideological, or political bias?

General audiences
- From “church page” to “front page news.”
- General population includes Christians (it’s not “secular”).
- Religion is important and powerful. People want to understand it.
- Provide context, translation, explanatory journalism.





1) Who? People and organizations

Personality-driven or organization-driven stories (news and features)

Who is central person?
 AND/OR
What is main organization in the story?

Sometimes one and the same.

What does Christian/general already know / need to know about his/her/its background?

•  mini-bio or mini-history to orient reader (online info)

Get the name right: Person: “Smythe”?  Company “Inc.”?

WGAD?











Who 
is making their case to the Supreme Court?



Who 
is spreading election disinformation?



Who 
is spreading election disinformation?



Who 
is spreading election disinformation?



Who 
is spreading election disinformation?



Who else
is spreading election disinformation?
Fox News paid $787 million to settle a defamation lawsuit about 
election falsehoods brought by Dominion Voting Systems.
Defamation cases against Christian influencers:
• Salem Media of Colorado and Randy Corporon, show hosts;

• Independent writer Michelle Malkin (since retired);

• One America News Network and Christian correspondent Chanel 

Rion;

• Conservative outlet Newsmax;

• Clay Clark, Thrivetime Show podcast, ReAwaken America Tour.

https://710knus.com/personality/randy-corporon


Who 
was spreading election disinformation?



2) What?

What happened?

Or what will happen? (if an advance story)

Or what didn’t happen?

WGAD? Is this happening newsworthy? Relevant? Significant? Consequential? 

What’s different, faster, bigger, easier, cheaper? 

What difference will it make in people's lives? 













Where is the action taking place? 
Is location significant? 

How much detail does audience need?

• local/national

• event access: need more detail (-> link to website)









When did this/will this happen? 

New story, or latest update on ongoing story? 

When is next chapter in this saga? 

Will change be immediate, gradual, long-lasting? 

 - local/national

 - events need more detail (-> link to website)





Why did this action happen? 

Why now?

What’s the social/historical context for this story? 

How could this impact readers’ lives?

What’s the reason a ministry ceased, or a pastor/CEO resigned? 





How did this happen? 

What are the reasons/causes?

Who will do the work going forward?

In religion reporting, how includes funding:
• How much does it cost to do this? 
• How is this paid for? 
• Who paid? 

Follow the $ 
• Audited financial statement (not simple “annual report”)
• Required government reports (U.S: IRS, 990)







Q&A


