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W H E R E  D O  W E  S TA R T ?



Don’t waste your efforts trying to 
please other people. Make work that’s 
meaningful to yourself first. Create 
work that reflects your genuine 
passion. Your enthusiasm at the 
cellular level creates excitement and 
energy that radiates outward.”

J A M E S  V I C T O R E

“



YOU



W H O  A R E  Y O U ?



W H AT  D O  Y O U  D E L I G H T  I N ?



What are things that you love or love to do?

What do you watch, listen to, or read?

What aspects of nature do you most delight in?

What makes the super nerdy part of your brain light up?

What are you most excited to talk about with other people?

What style of art or design are you drawn to?



W H A T  Y O U  L I K E  T O  D O













W H A T  Y O U  L I K E  T H A T  O T H E R  P E O P L E  D O











Let all your loves, fears, and 
interests saturate your work 
and make it memorable. Who 
you are is the most important 
part of your work—never 
leave it out.”

J A M E S  V I C T O R E

“



YOU
OUTPUT

INPUT



YOU
AESTHET I C

IN S P I RAT ION



D E F I N E  Y O U R  A E S T H E T I C



Moodboards / Collect Images you love

1

2

Design / Collect Work you love

3

Adjectives / Collect Words you love







S I M P L E  /  R E S T R A I N E D

C L A S S I C  /  E L E G A N T  

F U N K Y



YOU
LOVE

LOVE



YOU
L O V E  Y O U R  W O R K

W H A T  Y O U  L O V E



DES IGN

DEL IGHT



YOU

A E S T H E T I C

P R O C E S S

W O R K



D E F I N I N G  P R O C E S S  W I L L  .  .  .



Help you understand how you work.

1

2

Give you a structure for how to get your best ideas.

Streamline your workflow to be more efficient.

3



B R E A K  I T  D O W N



Read Article

Brainstorm / Sketch

Image Selection / Creation

Design / Layout



Read Article

Research

Brainstorm / Sketch

Image Selection / Creation

Design / Layout



A E S T H E T I C  /   Know yourself

P R O C E S S     /    Know how you work

R E S E A R C H   /   Know your subject



To be human is to 
struggle with the 
unknowable. To 
design is to make 
things knowable.

J E S S I C A  H E L F A N D

“



R E S E A R C H  C A N .  .  .



Inform1

2 Equip

3 Inspire



W H E N  R E S E A R C H  I N S P I R E S



D O R O T H Y  S A Y E R S

D O R O T H Y  S A Y E R S ,  R E L U C T A N T  P R O P H E T













B L O O D

N O T H I N G  B U T  T H E  B L O O D









M A R S

R E D  P L A N E T  C A L L I N G











P A S T O R S  O F  T H E  E N L I G H T E M E N T

F O R G O T T E N  F I G U R E S













Read Article

Research / Image Research

Brainstorm / Sketch

Image Selection / Creation

Design / Layout



W H E N  A N  I M A G E  I N S P I R E S



R E T I R E M E N T

S A V I N G  R E T I R E M E N T

I T  T A K E S  A  ( S E N I O R )  V I L L A G E















O I L

G O D  G A V E  U S  O I L

P E T R O L E U M  P R O D I G A L S



















Read Article

Research 

Brainstorm / Sketch

Image Selection / Creation

Design / Layout



S T A R T  I N  Y O U R  B R A I N
N O T  O N  A  M A C H I N E



Read Article

Research 

Brainstorm / Sketch

Image Selection / Creation

Design / Layout

S  K  E  T  C  H



W H E N  S K E T C H I N G  I N S P I R E S



F O L L O W  T H E  C A L L E R  N O T  T H E  C A L L I N G

V O C A T I O N A L  C A L L I N G









T H E  G O D N E S S  O F  G O D

K A R L  B A R T H ’ S  T H E O L O G Y











A  P E N T E C O S T A L  C H R I S T M A S

T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  +  C H R I S T M A S











Read Article

Research 

Brainstorm / Sketch

Image Selection / Creation

Design / Layout



W H E N  P H O T O G R A P H Y  I N S P I R E S



T H E  M O R A L  O F  T H E  S T O R Y

M O R A L  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N T E R V I E W
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INTERVIEW
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INTERVIEW











W H E N  I L L U S T R A T I O N  I N S P I R E S







C H R I S T I A N  W O M E N  I N  S C I E N C E











W H E N  W H A T  Y O U ’ V E  G O T  I N S P I R E S







T H E  F O R G O T T E N  F O U N D E R

K Y U N G - C H I K  H A N











A P R I L  2 0 2 0

A KOREAN PASTOR HELPED 

BIRTH ONE OF THE WORLD’S 

LARGEST CHARITIES. THEN HE 

DISAPPEARED FROM HISTORY.

THEFORGOTTEN 
FOUNDER

THE END 
OF HOTEL 
BIBLES? P. 13

ALL WE NEED 
(FOR LENT) IS 
LOVE P. 42

OLD 
TESTAMENT 
THERAPY P. 56  





W H E N  Y O U R  P R A Y E R  
R E Q U E S T  G O E S  V I R A L

V I R A L  P R A Y E R







You can’t invent a design. 
You recognize it, in the 
fourth dimension. That is, 
with your blood and your 
bones, as well as your eyes. 

D . H .  L A W R E N C E

“



Read Article

Research

Brainstorm / Sketch

Image Selection / Creation

Design / Layout

Iterate / Perfect



T H E  P R O M I S E  A N D  F A I L U R E  
O F  A N T I B I O T I C S

A N T I B I O T I C  U S E









D E L I G H T  ≠

It’s good enough.

It’s fine for what it is.

I can live with it. 









A designer knows he has 
achieved perfection not 
when there is nothing left 
to add, but where there is 
nothing left to take away. 

A N T O I N E  D E  S A I N T - E X U P E R Y

“



DES IGN

DEL IGHT



What delights you?

Define your aesthetic.

Put yourself into your work.

1



Do your research. 

Be curious. 

Delight in learning.

2



Sketch. Create your own art. 

Have fun. Do what you want. 

Stay true to your aesthetic.

3



Finish well. 

If you don’t love it, it’s not finished.

Celebrate.

4



No one can love your work 
if you don’t. Not everyone 
will love what you do—but 
no one can love it if you 
don’t love it first.”

M E

“



D E L I G H T  =  Y O U R  D E S I G N



S P R E A D  T H E  L O V E



S A R A H E G O R D O N . C O M


