Track Down the

Weasel Words




$250 of unnecessary Parts

| don’t think so.




What are Weasel Words?

¢ Words everyone overuses.

¢ Words YOU overuse.

¢ Words that weaken strong writing,
¢ adverbs, usua”g.

. Overstating the obvious . . . and many more.




* The best too| to track them 1S your computer’s

search/ replace function.

o Search for your weasel word, replace with the

SAME word, but in all caps. Next pass, 9ou’”

notice it.




The littlest wease

o This little weasel is small and common. Can

you guess what it is?




Passive verbs

¢ SPo’c a Passive Phrase by adc]ing “bg zombies”

at the end. If it makes sense, it’s Passive.

o “The tree was Puslﬂing at the earth below . ..

bg zombies.” Doesn’t make sense; not Passive.

o The hat was worn at ajaun’cy angle . bg
zombies. YeP, Passive. Change it.




We are a via

Was and Were

co generation. Wh9 write “The cat was on

t

he table” when you could write:
*The cat 9awned on the table
The cat reclined on the table
The cat barfed on the table
The cat slePt on the table

The cat groomed himself on the table, etc.




2TatCmMeEntTs Or tne OoDVIOoUS
He stood to his feet.

She clapped her hands.

He scratc

hed his head with his hand.

He rose from his chair.

S

He stooa up.

1C CFOUChCCl ClOWH.

He nodc
She reached

ed his head in agreement.

out and acceptecl the trophg.




b 1 I L

The reason that no one wants to g0 S . ..
He knows that you dont like ice.
It’s the hat that you wanted.

MiSCC”HﬂCOUS WCBSCIS




¢ Just, very, rather, started to, began to,

suddenlg, there was/were, some, “of the”

Personal Weasels




e Some ofF mine are:

* smy

PUl

ed, nodded, angthing with egebrows,

ed, s‘amming cartriclges into machine guns

l plus l equals 1/2




¢ Resist the urge to Pile on. Because | + 1+1=1/3.

Wease”9 Punctuation




¢ Exclamation Pointsmeliminate

¢ Emdashes and e”ipses .. learn the

ditterence

Dialogue Attributions




o Eliminate them when you can.
o Use “said” rather than almost angthing else.

¢ No Phgsical impossibilities——-“E)‘ah, blah,” she

smiled.

o Use boclg movement/beats.

Adverbs in clialogue attribution




o JUST SAY NO. Do NOT write, “Get out of

here,” she said angri

¢ “Getout of here, you spleen-filled ninny!
you sp Y

9.

»

Interior Monologue




o This Probablg applies more to fiction, but if
you’re writing in first person, even In
nonfiction, we are alreadg In your head, so

you don’t need “thinker attributions.”

Had, had) had




o Flashbacks and recollections rec]uire on|9 two

kegsmand “had” is the keg each time. One at
the beginning of the time shift; one at the end

at the shitt that brings us back to present
(story) time.

He looked out the window and saw 58“9 getti ngout

of the car. He HAD invited her on a whim, never
r'lr'p::m;n(r c:lr'\p’r'l ~~ma Ha HAD r‘h::‘pr'l l"\pr' Y |ml'\pr'




SNAF N L4100 ) SIS N A NN VI8N 7 N VN YRS NATLAMIN AN A ) N P ILAN VA N b)

listened to an interminable amount of rings, and HAD
nearlg given up before she HAD answered and, after

much Dleading, HAD Promised she would come.

And she had, because here she was, wa”dng toward

his front door-
(Delete all the HADS except the first and the last.)







